 AUTHEN TIC ACCOUN * 


OF THE 


Imfrortant Battle of the File, 


Fought on the firſt and ſecond of Auguſt, 1798, 
BETWEEN THE e 


BRITISH FLEET, 


COMMANDED BY 


ar- Admire Sir Horatio Nelſon, K. B. 
And the FRENCH FLEET, commande by | 


VICE-ADMIRAL BRUEYS, 
In Barr Bay, on tbe Caaſ of Egypr. | 


his Abel war tent by a young Man, who war on 4 
'd the Majestic, of 74 Guns, to bis Mothir in 
Mtebaver, with the particulars of the Grpize, * 

to their falling in with the Encmy. 


A N | 
THENTIC ACCOUNT, &. 


N the 24thof May, our orders cam. 
on board (we were then laying iſ 
Cadiz Bay) to fail in company wth ni 
ſhips of the Line, to join Admin 
Nelſon in the Mediterranean Sea, i 
about three weeks time, we fell in wit. 
Admiral Nelſon, blue at the Mizzen, i... 

the Vanguard, near Toulon, havin 
with him the Orion, Alexander, till 
Leander, and the Mutine Brig of wat 
our fleet then conſiſted of thirteen 8 
of the Line, one fifty gun ſhip, and 
brig of fixteen guns; the following f 
liſt of the ſhips—the Vanguard, ſeven 
flour guns, Admiral Nelfon; Orion, ditt 
Alexander, Audacious, Belleropho 
Cullodeg, Defence, Goliah, Swittſu 
Majeſtic,” Theſeus, Minotaur, Zealoff. 
Leander, fifty, and the Mutine Brig; 
Rxteen guns. From Toulon we fail 
to the Iſles of Corſica, in queſt of 
enemp, but not hearing of them the 


we contintzed our courſe upwards, 
we well knew the French had failed fri 
Toulon, v then went through a v1 


narrow paſſzge, one ſhip only could 
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1 
rough at a time, with a Pilot on board, 
e name off the place is Faro Miſſina: 
k vaſt concourſe of area 5 
Wide of our ſhips in boats, and expreſled - 

; {ſurpriſe at ſeeing ſuch a fleet of 


„ 


q 


ure tips, for it was never known in 


ire memory; of any perſon living atsthis 
„ne, for a fleet of men of war to befeen 
\cre ;—they were overjoyed when they 
„ WMederſtood we were in ſearch of. the 
french fleet, and informed us, that they 
tiere ſeen off, a few days before we arri- 
Vg, and had gone to Malta; —we fell in 
Sith a brig, and ſhe gave us intelligence 
nd ſt the French fleet had ſailed for Egypt. 
Mer Admiral being determined to find 
em, if poſſible, ſteered his courſe for 
exandria, in Egypt: but to his great 
prite and mortification, the French 
t had not been ſeen there at all; we 
ſteered our courle down again, and 
ited round. the iſland of Candia, and 
n put into the iſland of Syracute, in 
ily, where we wooded and watered, 
ng much in want of the fame, alſo we 
E a good ſtock of freſh beef to ſea 
Wh us; —and during the time we were 
Fil ing there, we gained freſhintelligence 
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that the French fleet, after having cap 
tmeured. Malta, and gariſoned the lan 
Vvith French troops, had failed for Alex 
F andria, and arrived there four days afte 
we left it. We then failed from Syracu 
on the 24th of July, and on our pallaggh1 
thokalloden captured a brig laden wit 
Wine, —ſhe was a Tranſport belongin| 
to, and on her paſſage to the Frenc 
fleet, the confirmed the intelligence th: 
we received in Syracuſe. On the iſt q; 
4 Augult, at 4 o'clock P. M. the Zeatouh 
i being the look-out ſhip for tuat da; 
made the ſignal for an enemy's-flect la 
ing at an anche; off the mouth of t 
river Nile, above Alexandria, the enem 
fleet conſiſted of 1 three decker of 01 
hundred and thirty guns, called tl 

 L' Orient: 5 Eighty-fours; 7 Scvent 
_ fours; 4 Frigates; 1 Brig, Cut er; an 
ſeveral Gun Boats; our Admiral maha 
the ſignal to clear the ſhips for activi; 
we hauled our wind about 5 o'ciock, 
order to get well to the windward oft 
_ enemy's fleet, we then bore down upC 
them at fix -o'clack : our Admirad 
hoiſted the Bloody Flag at his maintq; 
gallant-maſt- head, and made a ſign: 
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for the ſhips to form a line, in the beſt. 
hanner they could, and engage the 
memy” as they came up; the head-maſt 
hip was the Goliah, which began to 
ngage the enemy, at half an hour after 
ge in the evening, and our ſhip began to 
1Wgage near 7 # clock; during the time 
inge were bringing the ſhip to an anchor, 
nth ſprings on our cables, we hadieveral 
then Klleck and wounded, for we began 
t M engage in five fathom water, within 

5 iſtol ſhot of each other; 1 cannot relate 
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tion, as I had to attend my duty. 
arly in the action, one of the F rench 
ighty fours came from her moorings, 
tending to bring up along-fide of us, 
0ad-ſide too, but thank God, they 
ere fruſtrated in their fcheme, for they 
ought up, ſeem on our ſtarboard 
larter, with her Jib-boom before our 


A al 
mae 


cio! zen Rigging, they were not able to 
ck, Wing a gun to bear on us, but tmall 
of t be (By theſe however we had ſeveral 
upqen killed) ſhe likewiſe made ſeveral at- 


iradWnpts to board us, but they were repul- 
aintq with great loſs on their fide, our 
[1g1Feat guns did her incredible miſchief, 


ery particular that happened in the E 


8 
as every ſhot nearly raked her force anc 
aft; ſhe remained in that ſituation nearif 
an hour: ſhe was ſo terribly ſhattererd 
that we could ſee thro! their bows ver 
Plain, ſhe either cut or ſlipped her cables 
and drifted away from us, and run a 
* another two decker, an Eight 
four, made an attempt to board us o 
our bow, for her Taffril was right unde. 
our Bowſprit, but they were ſoon repul* 
{ed by our Marines and Boarders; 
The L' Orient, of one hundred and 
thirty guns, engaged us on: our Larboarc 
Bow; about 10 o'clock, as near as I ca 
learn, ſhe took fire in her main chains 
and continued burning with great fur 
till 11 o'clock, when the blew up, cloſt 
to us, the exploſion was terrible; ther 
we had an Eighty- four engaging us o. 
our Larboard ſide, but we toon totalſ® 
diſmaſted her; and then twomoreFrenc 
ſhips came to her aſſiſtance, they wer 
all three blazing on us at once; we ſhoull 
have had a narrow eſcape from a water 
tomb, had not the Klexander came t 
our aſſiſtance; the Alexander had bee! 
one of the look-out thip thut day, an 
bad got ſo far to leeward, that ſhe cou 


ER 

Hot come into the efigagement till late 
the evening; ſhe was coming into 
he fleet from ſea, but ſecing our ſhip 
otly engaged with three others of ſu- 
erior force, ſhe came down to our aſ- 
znce, and engaged the enemy with 


clock in the morning, and continued 
tar an hour, when it concluded. We 


rigate on ſhore ſunk and blew up an- 
ther, which was ſet on fire by the ene- 
clok 
ther 


ene 
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men killed, 143 wounded, and 24 


ealed firing on both fides; the action 
as again renewed between 4 and 3 


ok nine ſail of the Line, one three- 
cker blew up during the action, one 


y after ſtriking to us, a Cutter- brig 
kewiſe blew up, and ſeveral gun boats 
s olfere deſtroyed belonging to the enemy | 
otahring the action: two tail of the Line 
ended two Frigates, were all that eſcaped 
wer! of their whole fleet, and they much 
abled ; our ſhip ſuffered very much 
the action, beſides the lofs of her 
ein and mizen-maſt, the received a 
eat many ſhot in her Hull, but thank 
an*%, the has a good bottom; we had 


ve died ſince of their wounds; our 


eat gallantry 3 about 3 o'clock we 
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tion, likewiſe our Boatſwain, & a M 


Hellerophon, and Majeſtic ſuffered it 
moſt. To give you an accurate liſt 
"the. killed and wounded on board 
each ſhip is not in my power. The: 

of Auguſt, we were employed in cle: 
ing the wreck, and then we proceed: 
to get up Jury-maſts, and rigging tl 


at am anchor, off the mouth of the Riv 


wie meet. with a veg. 
We Ind on boar g 
action. 561 people = 
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C:4,iaih fell in the early part of the a 


ſhipmen were killed; the Alexand 


ſhips for ſea ; ſeven of the prizes we 
diſmaſted ; and on the 15th of Augu 
having ſix of the Prizes refitted, we pri 
ceeded to ſea, being in all-thirteen 
of the Line, (ſeven Engliſh and 
French) we left Admiral Nelſon wi 
ſix of our ſhips, and three prizes, lay! 


Nile, with an. intent to intercept at 
thing that came down the Nile, as it b 
longs to the French. We are no 
bound to Old England, once mort 
but owing to the ſhips being in ſuc 
a ſhattered condition, it will be a lo 
time before we reach England, unl 
Hurable win 


